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Version III of this book contains the tablature for 41 folk tunes, written for
the 5-string banjo. They are arranged in a style similar to melodic bluegrass,
in that, as far as possible, the same string is not plucked for two adjacent
notes, and the same finger is not used to pluck two adjacent notes. However,
the arrangements differ from melodic bluegrass in that they only represent the
raw melody, and do not contain the long rolls that characterise bluegrass
music. I leave the inclusion of bluegrass licks and other forms of
ornamentation to the ingenuity of the reader.

The tablature was typeset using the TexTab software package which may be
found at:

http://www.trump.net.au/~jhunter

John Hunter, 10 December 2004



The Tunes

Ashokan Farewell (G) 1
Baidin Fheidhlimidh (G) 2
The Banks of the Tyne (G) 3
Barlow Knife (G) 4
Black is the Colour of my True Love’s Hair (D Aeolian) 5
Buachaill on Eirne (Come by the Hills) (1) (G) 6
Buachaill on Eirne (Come by the Hills) (2) (G) 7
Cherokee Shuffle (G) 8
Cluck Old Hen (A Dorian) 9
Cronin’s Hornpipe (G) 10
Danny Boy (C) 11
Dirty Old Town (G) 12
The Druid’s Prayer (C) 13
Eamonn a’ Chnoic (Ned of the Hills) (G) 14
Elizabeth’s Waltz (G) 15
Fainne Geal an Lae (G) 16
Falls of Richmond (Am and A) 17
Far O’er Struy (D) 18
The Fields of Athenry (G) 19
For Ireland I’d Not Tell her Name (G) 20
The Green Glens of Antrim (G) 21
The Heel and Toe Polka (G) 22
100 Pipers (G) 23
The Immigrant / The Level Plain (Magh Seola) (G) 24
The Immigrant II (C) 25
The Irish Hautboy (G) 26
The Keel Row (G) 27
Margaret’s Waltz (G) 28
Morning Has Broken (G) 29
Mudgee Waltz (G) 30
Oh Susannah (G) 31
Planxty Irwin (G) 32
Red River Valley (D) 33
The Rights of Man (E Aeolian) 34
The Rose of Allendale (G) 35
Round Cape Horn (G) 36
Sally Gardens (G) 37
South Wind (G) 38
Star of the County Down (Em) 39
Waltzing Matilda (Queensland Version) (G) 40
The White Cockade (G) 41



EX AB

Ashokan Farewell                                          Jay Ungar
Key of G

G D G B D

3
4

7
4

5
2 5 2

2 2

T

9

9

1
_________________________________________

10

9

7
7

7

2
_________________________________

7
7

5

T

5
4

2 2
2

5

T

2

T

6
9

7

T T

2
4

1



EX AB

Baidin Fheidhlimidh
Key of G

G D G B D

3
4 7

5
4

5

2
1

2 2 2

7

5
4

5

5 5
5

5

10
9 10

10
9

5
4

5

5
5

7

10
9

10
10

9
5 5

5

5

2



EX AB

The Banks of the Tyne                                    T. Murray
Key of G

G D G B D

3
4

G

2 4

Em

7
5

Am

5

D

5
4

G

5

C

1
______________________________

G

2
5

__________________________

Em

4 7

____________________

D

2
______________________________

G

7

__________________________

D

4

_________________

G

5
2

Em
2

5

Bm

7

Em

2 2 2

C

7

Em
2

5

Bm

7

Em

4

7

D G

2 4

Em

7
5

Am

5

D

5
4

G

5

C

G

7

D

4

G

3



EX AB

Barlow Knife
Key of G

G D G B D

2
4

G
5

7

D
5

7

4
G

5

5

5

7

D
5

7

4
5

C
4

5

G

5

C

G

7

5

C G

5

C G

7 7

D

G

7

D G

7 7

D G

7

D

G

7 7

D G
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EX AB

Black is the Colour of my True Love’s Hair
Key of D Aeolian

G D G B D

4
4

7
Dm

7

7 5
5

C

5

Dm
7

7
6

7
C

6
7

8
Bb

8 7
Gm

6
7
F

6

Dm
7

7
6

7
C

5 6

Bb

7

Dm

6
7 7

7 5
5

C

5

Dm

5



EX AB

Buachaill on Eirne (Come by the Hills) (1)
Key of G

G D G B D

6
4 7 7 2 2

7
5

7 7

7 7
5

5

7 7

7 7 2 2

6



EX AB

Buachaill on Eirne (Come by the Hills) (2)
Key of G

G D G B D

6
4

9
10

9
10

9
12

9 12

10
9

10

9
10

12

12

12
12

9
10

12

12

9
10 10

9
13

12

14

12
12 10 10

9
10

9
10

9 7
5

5 5

7



EX AB

Cherokee Shuffle
Key of G

G D G B D

4
4 2

G

5 7 2 7 2 2 2

4 7
5

Em

5 5 5 5
4

C

5 5

G

5
5

7 8 7

D7

2 2

G

7

4
5

C

5
5

4
5

G

5
5

4

5

C

5
5

4 4 9
G

9

5

C

5
5

4
5

G

5
5

7 7
5

5

Em

5 5
4

C

5

D7

7

G
1
______________________

3
4

3
3

G
2
______________________

7

8



EX AB

Cluck Old Hen
Key of A Dorian

G D G B D

4
4

5

Am
7

5

G
7

5

Am
7

5

G
4

5

Am
7

5

G
4 4

5

Em

5
7

Am

7

Am

7

5
5

C

7

Am

7

G

7

Am

7
5 5

5

Em

5
7

Am

9



EX AB

Cronin’s Hornpipe
Key of G

G D G B D

2
2 7

7
5 7 5 5

7

9

7
5

7

7 7 7
5

7 7
7

5 7 5 5
7

9

7
5

7 5 4

4 7

7 5
7

7

9

9 9
5

4 7

9

5

7

4
5

5
7 7

5
7

7
7

5 7 5 5
7

9

7
5

7

5 4 7

10



EX AB

Danny Boy
Key of C
G D G B D

4
4

(G)

5
5

C

5
7

5

Dm

5
7

F

5
5

C
3

Em
7

Am7

5
5

Dm7

5

G

5

G7

5

C

5
7

Em

5

Am

5
7

F

7

Dm

5
5

C
3

5

Dm7

5

G7

5

C
7

9

10 9

9

F
7

Em
7

Am

5
5

7
Em

9

10
Am

9

9

Dm
7

5

G

12

14
C

12

12

F
10

10
10

C

5
5

Am7

5

5

C
7

5

Dm

5
7

G7

5

C

11



EX AB

Dirty Old Town
Key of G

G D G B D

4
4

G

7

D7

7

G

G7

5

D7

7

G

5

C G

7

7
5

7

D7

7

C

2

Em

2

12



EX AB

The Druid’s Prayer
Key of C

G D G B D

3
4

1

C

1
2

1

G

1

C
2

1 1
2
Em G

5 5

Am

5
5

5

C
3 5

Em

5
4

3
Dm

3
2

2
Am

1
2

5

C
3 7

F

6
5

Em

5
4

G

7

9

10
Am

10
9

9
Em

8
9

9

Am
10

(quiet)

10

5
3 7

F

6
5

G

3
3

5

C
5

5

5 5
5

5

5

G

5

Am

5
5

5 5
5

Em

4
5

G

1 1

C

10
8
9

13



EX AB

Eamonn a’ Chnoic (Ned of the Hills)
Key of G

G D G B D

3
4 2

T

4 5

T

7

4
5 5

7

7
5

7

3

2 7 2

T

4 5

T

7

4
5

4
5

7 7 7 7

5

T

5
5

4
5

I

7

7
5

7

3

2 7 2

T

4 5

T

7

4

5
4

5

7 7 7 7
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EX AB

Elizabeth’s Waltz                               Kim Bibby-Wilson
Key of G

G D G B D

3
4

1

H

G

5

C
4

5

G

2

Em

2

H

G

5
5

5

C

5

Bm

2

Am D

1

H

G

5

C
4

5

G

2

Em

7

Bm

5

Em

5
5

Am

7

D G

1

H

G

5

2
C

7

9

Bm
7

5

Em

5

C Bm

5

Em

4

7

Am

5
7

D

1

G

5
2
C

7

9

Bm
7

5

C

5

G

5

Em

5

Am

7

D G

15



EX AB

Fainne Geal an Lae
Key of G

G D G B D

4
4 7

4
7

7
5

7 5

5 5

7 7

5 5

7

7 7
4

7

7
5

7 5

16



EX AB

Falls of Richmond
Keys of Am and A

G D G B D

4
4 2

Am

7 7

G

7
5

2 2

Am

7 7 7

5

G

7 2 7

Am

2 7 7

G

7
5

5

Am

5

7 5

5
5

G

7

Am

5

Am

5

7
5

5

7

G

7
5

5

Am

5

7 5

5
5

G

7

Am

7
5

5
5

7
5

5
5

G

7
5

5

Am

5

7 5

5
5

G

7

Am

5

A
4

7

7

7

7

9

7

9

7

11

7

5
4

7

7

7

7

9

E
7

9

7
A

4
5

4

7

7

7

7

9

7

9

7

11

7
5

4

7

7

7

7

9

E
7

9

7
A
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EX AB

Far O’er Struy                                           J.P.MacLeod
Key of D

G D G B D

3
4

M

G

I

7

T

D

7

T M

5

I

4

M

7

T

4

M T

7

M

4

M

5

I

7

T

4

M

A

5

I

5

T

4

M T

Em
7

M T

4

M

5

I M

G

I M

5

I

4

M

D

7

T I

A

7

T

M

D
1
_______________________________

M

G

I M

D
2
_____________________________

5

I

Em
4

M T

7

M

D

7

I M

7

I

A

5

T

4

M

5

I

M

Bm

7

I

7

M T

Em

7

I

4

M

A

5

I

5

T

4

M T

Em
7

M T

4

M

5

I M

G

I M

5

I

4

M

D

7

T I

A

7

T M

D
1
___________________________

5

I

Em
4

M M

D
2
___________

18



EX AB

The Fields of Athenry
Key of G

G D G B D

4
4

G

7
4 5

C

5 5 4

G

5

7

D7

4
5

4

G

7 5

C

5
7

D7

4
5

4
5

G

7 5 5

C

5

G

7 7 7

D7

7 7
5

7 4

G

7 7
5 5

5

C

5

G

7

7

D7 G

7
5

7

D7

4
5

4
5

G

7 5

5

C

5

G

7 7 7

D7

7 7
5

7 4

G
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EX AB

For Ireland I’d Not Tell Her name
Key of G

G D G B D

3
4 7

G

2

C

7

G

7

2

C

7

D

7

G

2

C

1
2

G

7

7 2

D

2

G

5
7

Em

5

C

5

G

7

Em

7 7

D

7

G

2

C

1

2

G

7 7 2

D

2

G

20



EX AB

The Green Glens of Antrim
Key of G
G D G B D

3
4

9
G

9
10

G7
4

5

C

5

G
9

10

12
(Bm)

12

10

9
(Em)

10
12

(C)

11
10

D
9
G

9
10

G7
4

5

C

5

G
9

10

12 12

10

9

11

D

10

G

12

14
C

14

12

10

12

14

12

G

10
9 9

10

12 9
10

Em

11

9
Bm

10

Am

10

D

9 9
G

10

G7
4

5

C

5

G
9

10

12 12

10

9

11

D

10

G

21



EX AB

The Heel and Toe Polka
Key of G

G D G B D

4
4 9

G
10

9

7 4
C

5
2

7

D

5
4

G

G

7 5

C

5
2 4

D7

7
4

5
4

G
7

9

7 5

C

5
2

7

D7
4

5
4

7

G
5

9

G
10

9

7 4
C

5
2

7

D7
4

5
4

G
7

9

9

10

9

7 4
C

5
2 4

D7

7
4

5
4

7

G
5
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EX AB

100 Pipers
Key of G

G D G B D

7

G

2 2

C

5

G

7

D

7 7 7

G

2 2

C

5

G
1
_____________________

7

D

7

G

7

G
2
_____________________

7

D

7

G G

5

C
4 4

5

G

7

D

7 7

G

5

C
4 4

5

G
1
_____________________

7

D

7

G G
2
_____________________

7

D

7

G

23



EX AB

The Immigrant / The Level Plain (Magh Seola)
Key of G

G D G B D

4
4 7

G

5

G/F#

7

Em G/D

5
5

C

5
7

G/A

5
7

D7(9)

5

D/C Bm Em
7 4

5

C G/B

5
7

C

7

D7

1 G
______________

2 G
______________

G

5
7

G/F#
4

5

C/E

5

D7

5

G G/F#
7

9

Em

9
8

9

7
Bm

7

Am

5 5
7

D

5

D7/C Bm Em
7 4

Em/D

5

C Bm

5
7

Am C

7

D C G

5
7

Gmaj/F#
4

5

C/E

5

D7

5
5

G
7
G/F#

9

Em

9
8

9

7
Bm

7

Am

5 5
7

D

5

D7/C

Bm Em
7 4

Em/D

5

C Bm

5
7

Am C

7

D 1 C
______________

G 2 C
______________

G

7
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EX AB

The Immigrant II                                     Joanie Madden
Key of C

G D G B D

3
4

5
5

5
7

5
7

5
7

5
5

7
5

3

5

5
5

7
5

7
5

7
5

7
5

5 5 5
7

5 5
5

5
5

5
7

5
7

5
7

5
5

7
5

3

5
5

5

7
5

7 7 2 2 2 2 5
5

7
5

5 5
5

3

5

5
5

7 7
5 5

7

5
5

7 7 7
5

5 5
5 5

5
5

7
5

7 7 2

2 2 2
5

7
5

5 5
5

3

5
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EX AB

The Irish Hautboy
Key of G

G D G B D

4
4 2 2 7 7

5
7

2/4

2

4/4

2 2 2 7 7 7

1
___

2

2
___

4
5 5

4
5 5

5
7

2/4

2 2

4/4
4

5

5
4

5 5

7 2 2 7

7
5 5

7

2/4

2

4/4

2 2

2 7 7 7
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EX AB

The Keel Row
Key of G

G D G B D

4
4

5

G

5

C

7
5

G

2

D

4
5

G

5

C

7
5

G

2

D

4

G

5 5

C

7
5

G

2

D

4
5

G

5

C

7
5

G

2

D

4

G

5

G

7
5

C

5

G

2

D

4
5

G

7
5

C

5

G

2

D

4

G

5
5 7

5

C

5

G

2

D

4
5

G

7

4
C

5
5

G

2

D

4

G
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EX AB

Margaret’s Waltz
Key of G

G D G B D

3
4

9

G

9
10

9 9
10

C

9
10

D

9

G

9
10

9
G/B

12 9
D7

10
9

10

G
1
_________________

9

G
2
_________________

12
10

15

G
14

16

17
C

16

17

14

12
13

14

12
D

9
10

G

10
9

10

12
Bm/D

9 14
Am/C

12

13
9

10 10

D
9

10

12
G

14 16

17
C

16 14 12
G

10 9
10

D

9

G

9
10

9
G/B

12 9
D7

10
9

10

G
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EX AB

Morning has Broken                                             Cat Stevens
Key of G

G D G B D

3
4

G
7
Am

4
D7

5 5

C
4

5

G

7

Bm

5

Em G

M T I

7

A7

T

D7 G

C

5

G

5

Am7

7

D7 G

7

Bm

5

C

7

D7

7

G
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EX AB

Mudgee Waltz
Key of G

G D G B D

3
4 7

5
5

7

7
9 5

7
5 5

7
5

5

7

7
9 5

7

7

9

7
7 7

7

7
9 5

7
5

7

9

7
7 7

7

7
9 5

7
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EX AB

Oh Susannah
Key of G

G D G B D

4
4

2

H

G

5

T

2 4 2
1
2

D7

2

H

G

5

T

2 4
1
2

D7

1
2

G

1

2

C

1

2

2
1

2
1

2
1

G

3 1
2

D7

2

H

G

5

T

2 4
1
2

D7

1
2

G
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EX AB

Planxty Irwin
Key of G

G D G B D

6
8

4
5

4

5
7 5

5
7

5
4 7

4
5

4

5
7 5

5
7

5
5

2
4

5 4 7

9

10
7

7
7

9

9

7 4
5 5

4

4
5

4

5
7 5

5
7

5
5

1
____________________________

2
4 5

2
____________________

2
4

32



EX AB

Red River Valley
Key of D
G D G B D

4
4 7

11

D

11
7

9 9
7

9
7

11 11
10

9
10

9

A7

10
11

D

7
9 9

7
7
G

9 7

D

11

A7

7
9

D

7

11

D

11
7

9 9
7

9
7

11 11
10

9
10

9

A7

10
7

11

D

7
9 9

7
7
G

9 7

D

11

A7

7
9

D      Repeat  3 times

7
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EX AB

The Rights of Man
Key of E Aeolian

G D G B D

4
4 7

Em

5
7 7 4 2 4 7

5
4 4

5 5

5

Am

7 7

B7

7

Em

5
7 7 4 2 4 7

5
4

C
4

5

B7
4

5

1 Em
_______________________

2 2 7

5

2 Em
_______________________

2 2

10

9
Em

9

9
7 10

9
10

4
5

4
5

D

5
4

5
4

7
7 7

7
B7

4
5

Em

4
5 7

D

7
7

7
Em

7 7

9

5
4

C
4

5

B7
4

5

1 Em
_______________________

2 2

10 5

2 Em
___________

2 2
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EX AB

The Rose of Allendale
Key of G
G D G B D

3
4

9
G

10

G7

10

C

9

G

12 12

12 9
10

D7
9
G

10

G7

10

C

9

G

12

9 9
D7

M

10

T

11

I

G

T

10 12

10
C

9

G
9
Em

12

9
G

12
12 9

10

A7 D7
9
G

10

G7

12
10

C

9

G

12

9
10

D7

11

G
12

12

9

9

G7

8

C

9

10
13

Am

13
9
A7

10
9
D7

10
9
G

10

G7

10

C

9

G

12

9 9
10

D7

11

G
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EX AB

Round Cape Horn                                          Jay Ungar
Key of G

G D G B D

4
4 5

H

G

7 7

5

C

5
5

7
D D7

7

9

G
7 7

D
4

C
4

5

G

7 7 7

C D

7 2

Em

5 5

C
4

5

G

7 7

D

7 7

G C
7

5

G

7

7

D

7

G

2

Em
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EX AB

Sally Gardens                                              W.B. Yeats
Key of G

G D G B D

4
4 7

G

7 7

D

5

C G

5

C

7

D

5

G

7 7 7

D

5

C G

5

C

7

D

5

G
4

5

C

5
4
D

5 5

Em C

5
7

G

7 7 7

D

5

Em D

5

C

7

D7

5

G
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EX AB

South Wind
Key of G

G D G B D

3
4

5

G

7
5

7

D

5

G

7 2

C

2

G 1
____________________

5

2
____________________

C
7 4 4

5

G

5

Em

7

1
______________________________

5
7

D

7

D
2
___________________________

5
4

G
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EX AB

Star of the County Down
Key of Em

G D G B D

4
4

Em

9
5

9 9

5
G

7
D

7

9

Em

7

9 7

D

9

Em

5
9 9

5
G

7
D

7

9

Em

7

9

Am

5
9

Em

9

10

12
G

9

9 7

7
D

7

7 7

9

Em

7

9

D or Bm

9

Em

5
9 9

5
G

7
D

7

9

Em

7

9

Am

5
9

Em

9

10

12
G

9

9 7 7
D

7

7 7

9

Em

7

9

D or Bm

9

Em

5
9 9

5
G

7
D

7

9

Em

7

9

Am

5
9

Em
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EX AB

Waltzing Matilda (Queensland Version)
Key of G

G D G B D

6
8 5

G

5

5
Em

2
Am

5
4

5

D7

5

G

5

5
Em

4
5

Am
2

5

D

5
4

G
7 4

Bm

7
5

C

5
4

5

D7

5

G

5

5
Em

4

7

D7

7

G
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EX AB

The White Cockade
Key of G

G D G B D

2
4

I

7

T

G

I

4

T I

7

T I M

4

T I T M

4

T I

7

T I M

D7

7

I

7

T I

7

T

I

G

4

T I

7

T I T

G

M T

C

8

I

7

M

9

T

G
7

M T

7

I

7

M

D7

T

4

M

5

I M

G

I

4

T

I

5

T M

G

I T I

5

T M I

4

T I

5

T M I T

4

I T

7

M

D7

7

I

7

T I

7

T

I

G

4

T M

5

T I

7

T I T

G

M T

C

8

I

7

M

9

T

G
7

M T

7

I

7

M

D7

T

4

M

5

I M

G
1
__________________

I

4

T

M

G
2
________________

T

5

M
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